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Art 

Art provides students with creative challenges 
using a variety of media and creative, 
problem-solving activities. Students learn to 
express themselves through a number of two-
dimensional and three –dimensional art 
experiences, possibilities include: drawing 
with pencils, ink, charcoal or markers, 
painting with watercolor and acrylic paints, 
sculpture in-the-round or sculpture in-relief, 
computer art and a global pursuit of the 
cultural and historical influences of art. 
Understanding the personal, social, cultural 
and historical influences of art help students 
appreciate their others artwork and their own. 

 

Health 

A variety of activities are used to engage 
students and provide them with the 
knowledge and skills to make health- 
enhancing decisions. The hands-on, 
interactive curriculum covers topics such as 
personal health and physical activity, chronic 
and communicable diseases, personal safety, 
healthy relationships, personal growth and 
development, CPR & first aid, stress, drugs, 
decision-making, and nutrition. 

 

Spanish I 

Atención! ¡Atención! This course is for 
students looking to enrich their skills in 
Spanish before entering High School. This 
course will help students on their journey to 
acquire proficient Spanish skills. 
This course will work on developing skills of 
understanding, speaking, reading, and writing 
in Spanish. The class will begin with the 
basics, like the alphabet, numbers, greetings, 
and end with everything you’ll need to 
communicate in a tourist market abroad! 

AVID 
Advancement Via Individual Determination 
(AVID) is a rigorous course designed for 
motivated and determined students who 
intend to pursue post-secondary education 
following high school graduation. Open to 
7th and 8th grade students, AVID students 
work through peer study groups and 
collaborate with AVID Tutors to deepen 
their content knowledge, practice 
questioning strategies, and lead discussions. 
AVID course work focuses on entrance and 
placement exams, career and college 
knowledge, preparing for college study 
sessions, test taking strategies, refining 
Cornell note taking strategy, time 
management, organizational skills, and 
presentation methods. AVID is designed to 
prepare students who want to challenge 
themselves to use and refine inquiry, 
reading, writing, and collaborative strategies 
that students use for success in rigorous 
courses and post-secondary education.  
 

 

Technology Education 

We offer multiple options for students who 
are interested in exploring Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math. The 
Gateway to Technology program is taught 
in conjunction with a rigorous academic 
curriculum and is designed to introduce pre-
engineering principles through real-world 
and hands-on applications. Project Lead the 
Way (PLTW) opens doors to high school 
PLTW courses for students who are 
interested in specializing in a career path of 
engineering. 
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Get Up Get Ready 

Get Ready, Gear Up is an exploration of 
personal and social identity, individual 
skills and interests, learning techniques for 
academic success, the world of career 
choices, and options for extending the 
education process beyond high school.  All 
lessons are guided by three essential 
questions that students must answer for 
themselves: Who am I? What do I want? 
How do I get to (achieve) what I want? 
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Language Arts 6-8 

At the middle level, students receive a 
concentrated focus on reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening skills.  They 
improve their reading strategies such as 
predicting, visualizing, connecting, 
questioning, clarifying, and evaluating 
through the use of the Collections 
curriculum. This modern and 
comprehensive textbook series focuses 
heavily on nonfiction and informational 
text and includes a literature component, 
poetry, and a supplemental book called the 
Close Reader. Students will also be expected 
to independently read; to work on 
grammar, writing, and vocabulary; and to 
complete homework and classroom 
assignments on time.  By the end of their 
8th grade year, students will be able to 
compose strong formal writing 
assignments with proper grammar and 
sentence structure. 

 

Honors Language Arts 7-8 

Honors Language Arts foundation is 
similar to mainstream Language Arts, but 
lessons and assignments are taught, 
assigned, and completed at a much faster 
pace. Also, a large component of this work 
is completed independently with student 
driven assignments, projects, and 
presentations.  Students will be expected to 
complete more independent reading and 
should expect homework.  Students 
choosing to enroll in honors should meet 
the data requirements of the course, 
possess independent work skills, and have 
the ability to complete work on time.   

 

 Advanced Language Arts 6-8 
Advanced Language Arts is a multi-age course 
that meets the needs of students who require a 
unique instructional setting to meet their 
advanced academic needs. Students in this 
course read a wide range of advanced literature 
while engaging in advanced literacy activities. 
Due to the multi-age structure, students in this 
course may work on standards outside their 
current grade level. Students will also write in a 
wide variety of styles and genres. Students in this 
course engage in an alternative curriculum that 
is concept based, requires students to think 
critically and at high levels and move at an 
accelerated pace. In addition, students will learn 
advanced communication skills by engaging in 
real-world, non-traditional and creative projects 
and assessments.  
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Course 1: Mainstream 6th Grade Math  

This course covers the 6th grade math 
standards that focus on number and 
operations, highlighting fractions, decimals, 
rates, ratios, and percent.  The standards 
cover algebra and solving equations and 
inequalities.   There is a focus on geometry 
and measurement where students will 
evaluate perimeter, area, volume, angle 
degrees and degrees within all polygons.  
Students will finish with an emphasis on data 
analysis and probability. This class is 
followed by Course 2 and the seventh grade 
standards.   

 

 

Course 2: Mainstream 7th (Advanced 6th) 

This course covers the 7th grade math 
standards and builds on the concepts from 
Course 1.  Students build their understanding 
of concepts by using models, such as algebra 
tiles, number lines, and verbal models.  
Course 2 also focuses on linear equations and 
their graphs, properties of right triangles, 
geometric transformations, and probability. 
Students should come to class prepared every 
day with their homework completed and 
should expect to have homework every night.  
This course is followed by Course Algebra 
1.1. 

 

 
 

 

Algebra 1.1: Mainstream 8 (Advanced 7th) 

This course covers the 8th grade math standards 
by focusing on Linear Algebra, Simplifying 
Algebraic Expressions (Exponents, Radicals, 
etc.), Solving and Graphing Linear Equations, 
Inequalities. Students should come to class 
prepared every day with their homework 
completed and should expect to have 
homework every night.  This course is followed 
by Algebra 1.2. 
 

 

 

 

 

Algebra 1.2: Advanced 8 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1.1 
This course covers the 9th grade math standards 
and students will review the algebraic concepts 
introduced in Algebra 1.1. The rest of the 
course will focus on Solving Systems of Linear 
Equations, Polynomials, Quadratics, Radical 
and Rational Equations, Probability and 
Statistics. Students should come to class 
prepared every day with their homework 
completed and should expect to have 
homework every night. 
This course is followed by Geometry. 
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Social Studies 6-8 

In a rapidly changing and diverse world, it 
is vitally important for students to 
understand where humanity has been, 
where we are and what our mission in the 
future will be. The Social Studies program 
helps students understand possible answers 
while emphasizing their importance in a 
global society. Our curriculum in 
Minnesota History (6th grade), American 
History (7th grade), and Global Studies (8th 
grade) allows teachers to best meet the 
needs of all learners by providing more 
individualized instruction while still 
teaching the core concepts. The latest 
resource materials and technology allow 
students to be actively involved as they 
explore the beauty and richness of this 
planet and the people who live on it 
through their online textbooks. Students 
use Schoology, Notability, Google Docs, 
video production and Web 2.0 tools for 
work completion.  

 

Honors Social Studies 7-8 

The foundation of Honors Social Studies is 
similar to mainstream Social Studies but 
there are more enriched discussions, 
rigorous daily assignments, and increased 
independent reading outside of class. 
There is also a large amount of projects, 
formal papers, and research for this course. 
Students should expect homework every 
night and 8th grade students will be ready 
for AP Social Studies next year.  Students 
choosing to enroll in honors should meet 
the data requirements of the course, 
possess independent work skills, and have 
the ability to complete work on time.   

 

Science 6-8 

Students complete a variety of hands-on 
integrated experiences through laboratory 
experiments, computer simulations, dissections 
and three-dimensional models. These activities 
encourage teamwork and communication. 
These skills are integral to the field of science 
and the world in which we live. There are many 
experiments and projects that enhance the 
learning of our students. Students are challenged 
to use the skills of scientific inquiry to do 
independent research, analyze data, access 
information through Internet resources and 
develop and carry out investigations. Science 
courses offered include Physical Science (6th 
grade), Life Science (7th grade) and Earth 
Science (8th grade). 

 

Honors Science 7-8 

The foundation of Honors Science is similar to 
mainstream Science, but students are asked 
higher level thinking questions and expected to 
complete rigorous assignments.  Students will be 
asked to independently complete assignments 
that demonstrate their understanding and apply 
their knowledge. Students should possess 
intrinsic motivation and higher-order problem 
solving skills. This curriculum is designed to 
help students achieve on tests, and prepare them 
for AP classes at the high school level. 
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Physical Education 6-8 

Physical Education aims to build attitudes, 
work habits and skills that promote lifelong 
fitness and wellness in each student.  Our main 
objective is for each student to gain an optimal 
level of fitness and acquire the knowledge and 
skills to maintain a healthy lifestyle. Students 
experience individual fitness testing and fitness 
training, as well as individual and team sports. 
Building sportsmanship and healthy lifestyle 
habits are key components to the program. The 
basis for grading is that students prepare, 
participate, and behave properly while 
embarking on a healthy lifestyle. 

 

Choir 6-8 

Choir is a performance-based class in which 
students will sing and perform in evening 
concerts.  Students will study and sing a variety 
of music repertoire from different time periods, 
cultures, genres, and styles.  Students will also 
study music theory, sight-reading (using Do, 
Re, Mi, Fa, Sol, La, Ti, Do), composing, and 
analyzing of music in addition to performing in 
concerts. Student electing to take choir should 
come to class every day prepared and ready to 
sing.   

 

Making Music 6-8 

Making music is a class where students get to 
experience all kinds of music. We explore 
different genres, instruments, and music from 
around the world. Students will learn basic 
piano skills, guitar, African drumming, as well 
as composing some of their very own music. 
Making music is not a performing class. There 
are no concerts that are required. We do 
however do a recital once a year during the 
school day. 

Band 6-8 

Band is a performance-based class with 
multiple evening concerts during the 
year.  Using their instrument, students will 
study and perform a variety of music repertoire 
from different time periods, cultures, genres, 
and styles.  Students will also study music 
theory, music history, analyzing music, and 
music composition. Band students are expected 
to practice outside of school and come 
prepared to class each day and be ready to 
participate. 
 

Orchestra 6-8 

The class will begin by expanding the students’ 
knowledge of the finger-board, refining basic 
playing techniques, and preparing more 
advanced orchestra arrangements. 7th grade 
focuses on Western musical heritage, which 
concentrates on the development of style, 
articulation, dynamics rhythmic ability, and 
tone inherent to string music performance. 8th 
grade expands technical mastery and 
focuses on shifting, vibrato and advanced 
bowing techniques. The arrangements studied 
and performed will required the use of the 
more advanced techniques and knowledge and 
progress in difficulty in terms of rhythm and 
ensemble performance.  
 

Creative Expression 7-8 

Words have power. Stories change lives. 
Explore the power of storytelling through 
developing and sharing your own stories, 
experiences, and perspectives. Students will 
learn aspects of dramatic writing and 
performance through a social justice lens, 
creating their own works through slam poetry, 
spoken word, and improvisation.  
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